hature An tSeirbhis Pdirceanna Ndisiunta & Fiadhulra

Déan an beart; coinnigh an bhithéagsulacht sian ° ° . .

take action on biodiversity loss O'l' I O n O G rkS I I e e rVI < :e
. = w7 i N o .

4 - ’ . 5 e L ! ‘

Hedgehog br 1nneog 5 WD

Erinaceus europaeus, Linnaeus.

Indentification
It is almost impossible to confuse the hedgehog with any other animal. It
has a short dumpy body covered by a coat of up 1o six or seven thousand
protective spindles. Each spine has, attached to a base, a muscle that allows
it to be raised in defence. The overall colour of the hedgehog is greyish brown.
When hedgehogs sense danger they tend to crouch close to the ground, hiss
threateningly and erect their spines.

Diet
Hedgehogs are noctunal, but they often begin foraging at dusk and may still
be active at dawn. They find their food by searching rather than hunfing and
they can offen be detected on foraging frips by their noisy progress through
vegetation in search of food. They will eat almost any invertebrate animal found
at ground level such as beetles, earthworms, caterpillars, slugs, earwigs, and
milipedes. Hedgehogs also eat eggs, small mammals and carrion.

Haobitat
The Hedgehog is an animal of deciduous woodland and whenever grassland
meets woodland or scrub. It is common in suburban areas, particularly in gardens
that are not totally enclosed by walls. The hedgehog is scarce in coniferous
woods, marshy areas and moorland or above treeline in mountainous areas.

Sainaithint
Ta sé beagnach dodhéanta an ghrainneog a shamhlu le hainmhi ar bith eile.
Ta corp gear dingthe aici ata cludaithe le cota a bhfuil suas le sé nd seacht
mile spion cosanta air. TG matan ar gach spion agus ta bun ceangailte den
mhatén agus leis an matan sin ligtear don spion i féin a ardd chun an ghrdinneog
a chosaint. Ta dath liathdhonn ar an ngréinneog. Nuair a bhraitheann an
ghrdinneog go bhfuil si i mbaol cromann si gar don talamh, déanann si
siosarnach bhagrach agus cuireann si a cuid spionta in airde.

Cothu

Is ainmhi oiche i an ghrdinneog ach minic go leor téann si ar thoir fordiste ag titim
na hoiche agus dthéadfadh si a bheith gniomhach go dti breacadh an lae. Is
i chuardach seachas tri sheilg a aimsionn si a cuid bia. Mar gheall ar an torann
a dhéanann si ar a turas fordiste trid an bhfasra ag lorg bia is minic a thugtar
faoi deara i. losfaidh si beagnach aon ainmhi gan chnéamh droma a bhionn ar
leibhéal na talun amhail ciardoga, péisteanna talun, boilb, drichtini, gailseacha
agus milechosaigh. Chomh maith leis an méid sin itheann an ghrdinneog
uibheacho, mamaigh bheaga agus ablach.

Gnathog
s sa choillearnach dhuillsilteach agus in aon éit a bhuaileann talamh féaraigh le
coillearnach no le latrach a bhionn an ghréinneog. Faightear i go coitianta in
Giteanna fo-uibeacha, go hairithe i ngairdini nach bhfuil go hiomlan imfhdlaithe
ag ballai. Ni bhionn méran gréinneog i geoillearnach bhuaircineach, i limistéir
réisc, sa mhointeach nd os cionn na crannteorann i limistéir shiéibhtivla.
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Timthriall Atairgthe
Nuair a bhionn an ghrdinneog aon bhlicin daois déanann si siolli don chéad
uair. Maireann séasur an tsiolraithe ¢ mhi na Bealtaine go dfi mi Dheireadh
Fémhair nd mar sin. Saolaitear an chuid is mé de na halta i mi an Mheithimh. Ar
an mhedn bionn ceithre nd clig cinn de ghrdinneoga san dl, ach ba mhinic a
rugadh suas le seacht acu in &l amhain.
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*L, Le tuilleadh faisnéis a thail déan teagmhdail le: www.noticenature.ie





