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Meles Meles Linnaeus

Indentification
The Badger belongs to the Mustelidae Family, which also includes the ofter,
pine marten, mink, and stoat. Unlike the other members of the Mustelidae fomily
the Badger is stockily built with short powerful legs and a short oushy: tail. Males
are larger than the females. Boars may weigh up to 17kg but are more usually
about 10kg or 1 1kg and females may weigh up to 12kg though more likely to
be kg or 10kg. The Badger has very acute hearing though poor eyesight out
their senses are very good. The Badger is one of the most beautiful animals,
being strictly noctumnal, it is rarely seen alive by most people.

Diet
The Badgers diet consists of earthworms, insects and small mammals. They also
eat a wide range of vegetable foods such as cereals, apples, blackberies,
elderbernies, acorns fungi, clover and grass.

Haobitat
Badgers nomally inhabit woodlands and farmlands. In Ireland Badgers have
adapted well to the relative lack of woodlands and are found in all habitats
below the 500m altitude where the soil is dry and not subject to flooding.
Badgers are social animals and live in complex underground tunnel systems
called setts. Badgers are compulsive and powerful diggers and spend
considerable fime maintaining and modifying their setts.

Sainaithint
s ball den Fhine Mustelidae an Broc, ar fine i lena n-airitear an Dobharchd, an
Cat Crainn, an Mhinc agus-an Easog. Ta an Broc neamhchosil le baill eile
na fine Mustelidae sa chaai go bhfull cuma dhingthe air agus cosa geara
cumhachtacha agus earaball gear dosach. Bionn an broc fireann nios mo né
an broc baineann. Is féidir le meachan an toirc a bheith cothrom le suas le 17
kg ach is ionduil a bhionn meachan an toirc cothrom'le 10 kg n6 11 kg agus
dthéadfaah sé go mbeadh medechan an bhroic bhaininn cothrom le suas le
12 kg cé gub é %kg no 10kg an medechan is mo is cosuil a bheidh aici. Bionn
éisteacht an-ghéar ag an mBroc ach ni bhionn racharc na sul go maith cige
cé go mbionn a chéadfai an-mhaith. Ta an Broc ar cheann de na hainmhithe
is dille atdrann , agus taisc gur ainmhi oiche &, is beag duine a fheiceanna ina
bheocht .

Cothu

Siad péisteanna talun, feithidi agus mamaigh bheaga na nithe a itheann
an Broc. ltheann sé réimse leathan de bhianna glasrai amhail grénaigh, Ulla,
sméara dubha caora an froim, dearcain, fungais, seamra agus féar.

Gnéthog
De ghnath conaionn an Broc i geoillearnach agus ar thalamh feirme. Toisc
nach bhfull méran coillearnai in Eirinn, | gcompardid le tiortha eile, bhi ar an

mBroc é féin a chur in oiridint don tir agus bionn sé i ngach gnathog ata faoi ; / ¢ L

bhun airde de 500m, ¢it a mbionn an cré tiim agus nach mbionn baol tuile / q ' s :

ann. Is ainmhi soisialta & an Broc agus conaionn sé i gcorais chasta tollain . = o /7-//

thios faoin talamh . Tugtar brocach ar Git chénaithe an Bhroic. Té an Broc ina e = : \
thochaltéir €ignioch agus cumhachtach agus caitheann sé méran ama lena i : . \

bhrocach a choimead agus a mhodhnd. An Timthriall Atdirgthe Is idir mi an : 3 =
Mharta agus mi na Samhna a thiteann séasur na cuplala ach'is i mi Albredin nd

B T SREe T o Yoc Sansanaipial ¢ g - For further information contact: www.noticenature.ie
" NN ) R TN Le tuilleadh faisnéis a thail déan teagmhdil le: www.noticenature.ie






