Note on the Status of Global Celebrations of the

International Year of Biodiversity

The United Nations General Assembly adopted Resolution 61/203 and proclaimed 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity. On 19 December 2008, the General Assembly in decision 63/414, encouraged “United Nations departments, funds and programmes, the specialized agencies and regional commissions to fully support and participate, as appropriate, in the activities being envisaged for the observance of 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity, under the auspices of the secretariat of the Convention.”
In keeping with its official mandate as the lead agency, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, has taken multiple initiatives to facilitate, support and coordinate the observance of the United Nations International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) internationally.

The Implementation Strategy for the International Year of Biodiversity detailing the planned activities is available in the six United Nations languages on the International Year of Biodiversity website: www.cbd.int/2010/prints/.

The IYB 2010 logo was created with the generous support of the Government of Canada. Unveiled on 2 October 2009 in Montreal, it is available in the six United Nations languages and a number of other languages, including: Dutch, German, Japanese, Kiswahili, Korean, and Portuguese: www.cbd.int/2010/logo/.

A video message of the United Nations Secretary-General, Mr Ban Ki-moon on IYB is available in the six UN languages at www.cbd.int/2010/multimedia/ and is part of the official IYB video, which is also available at www.cbd.int/2010/multimedia/. It will soon be available in all six UN languages as well as many other languages. The video is also available on YouTube.

The official launch of the IYB took place on 11 January 2010, in Berlin, Germany, with the participation of German Chancellor Angela Merkel representing the Presidency of the 9th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 9). The statement of the Chancellor is available on the CBD-IYB website. The event took place at the Berlin Museum of Natural History with the participation of more than 400 participants as well as representatives from COP 10 and thePresident of the Group of 77 and China. 

A special edition of the CBD flagship magazine Gincana, focusing on IYB, was issued on this occasion. Comprising articles by several heads of State, Gincana 7 also includes the message of the Secretary-General. 

The official IYB launch by Japan, as the incoming COP 10 President, took place on 25 January, preceded on 16 January by the launch by the City of Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture. 

Launches and other events around the world are listed on www.cbd.int/2010/calendar/.

The official launch was preceded on 7 January 2010 by the celebration of the International Year by the 95 representatives of Mayors attending the Second Curitiba Meeting on Cities and Biodiversity in Curitiba, Brazil.

18 January 2010: Representatives of the 60 Parties attending the Informal Expert Workshop on the updating of the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the post-2010 period meeting organized by Brazil and the United Kingdom celebrated the launch of IYB at the London Museum of Natural History.

20-21 January 2010, Geneva: The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development(UNCTAD) organized an international conference on “Redefining Sustainability in the International Agenda: Inspiring Greater Engagement on Biodiversity Issues” and an EcoChic Fashion Show (www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=5274&lang=1).

21-22 January 2010, Paris: The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) hosted an inaugural event followed by a scientific conference on 25-29 January at its headquarters. The ceremony took place with the participation of the Prime Minister of Guinea-Bissau and the French Minister of State, Mr Jean-Louis Borloo, as well as the President of the General Conference of UNESCO (www.unesco.org/science/).

1-5 February 2010, Trondheim: Over 300 participants attending the sixth Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity celebrated IYB (www.trondheimconference.org/).

4 February 2010, New Delhi: The IYB was launched at the Delhi Sustainable Development Summit 2010, a annual global event attended by several heads of the states and CEOs of companies. The event was organized jointly by the The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) and UNESCO.

10 February 2010, New York: The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the American Museum of Natural History organized the North American IYB launch in the presence of over 400 participants. The Discovery Channel in collaboration with the BBC announced the launch of the ‘Life’ documentary, which includes 11 episodes and will air in March

(http://equatorinitiative.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=577:iyblaunch&catid=119&Itemid=650&lang=en).
24-26 February 2010: The IYB will also be celebrated during the 11th Special Session of the Governing Council / Global Ministerial Environment Forum to be held in Bali, Indonesia (www.unep.org/gc/gcss-xi/).

10 May 2010: The third edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO 3) focusing on the 2010 biodiversity target and based on 110 national reports will be released simultaneously in Nairobi and in all UN cities as a contribution to the celebration of the IYB (www.cbd.int). This will be proceeded by a training workshop on IYB for journalists to be held on 19 April 2010 in Montreal. An Internet television interview on the GBO will be organized in London on 13 May 2010.

22 May 2010: The world will celebrate the International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB) under the theme “Biodiversity for development and poverty alleviation”. The IDB brochure, prepared in collaboration with the UNDP, is available in the six UN languages (www.cbd.int/idb). This event will also coincide with The Green Wave campaign aimed at engaging youth and children in the biodiversity agenda (www.greenwave.org).

5 June 2010: The world will celebrate World Environment Day under the theme Biodiversity — Ecosystems Management and the Green Economy (www.unep.org)

September 2010: The 65th session of the United Nations General Assembly will convene a oneday high-level event on biodiversity with the participation of heads of State and governments as a contribution to IYB. A series of interactive panels will explore key strategic issues relating to biodiversity and the Millennium Development Goals, biodiversity and climate change, as well as the post-2010 biodiversity targets. The summary of the President will be submitted to the High- Level Segment of the 10th Conference of the Parties (COP 10) to be held in Nagoya, Aichi

prefecture, Japan, on 27-29 October 2010 (www.cbd.int/cop10).

The closing ceremony will take place on 18-19 December 2010, in Kanazawa, Ishikawa prefecture, Japan and will coincide with the contribution to the launch of the 2011 International Year of Forests. The IYB museum established in early January 2010 will be displayed.

The United Nations Postal Administration (UNPA) Stamp Advisory Board will issue six stamps on the occasion of the International Year of Biodiversity. Once issued, the stamps will be posted on the IYB website.

The IYB is also being promoted by the CBD consortium of botanical gardens based on the work plan agreed to at the meeting of the consortium held at the Paris Museum of Natural History (www.cbd.int/consortium). In addition to the Secretariat’s partnership with Airbus, the IYB will also be promoted by airlines such as Air Algérie, Air Canada, KLM and Japan Airlines, through videos and printed materials.

To date the following countries have launched their national IYB celebrations: Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brazil, China France, India, Japan, Kuwait, Norway, and the United Kingdom. 

The Secretariat has received the celebration plan of 104 countries. To date UNCTAD,

UNESCO, UNDP, Bioversity, and UNEP have celebrated the IYB and the Secretariat has received confirmation of the celebration by ICAO, UNWTO and the World Bank.

Launched in January 2010, the IYB Facebook page (www.facebook.com/iyb2010) counted in less than one month over 21 000 fans. The first interim report on the celebration of the International year on Biodiversity was issued on 8 February 2010 (www.cbd.int) and will be issued monthly.
